
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section A: Applicant Site and Project Information: North Monroe (proposed)

*Is the application for site development or land acquisition?    Development a Acquisition

*Name of Applicant (Government Unit)

 City of Grand Rapids

*Federal ID Number

 38-6004689

*County

 Kent County

 *Name of Authorized Representative

 

 *Title

 

*Address

300 Monroe Ave NW

*Telephone (616) 456-3807

Fax

*City

Grand Rapids

*State

MI

*ZIP

49503

 *E-mail

 

*State House District

 District 75

*State Senate District

 District 29

*U.S. Congress District

 District 3

*Proposal Title  (Not to exceed 60 characters)

Acquisition/Expansion of North Monroe Property

*Proposal Description

 This project would acquire in fee simple land totaling 3.68 acres along Monroe Avenue N.W. in downtown 

Grand Rapids for the purpose of providing multi-use public recreation space and tiered, stepped-back flood 

control and mitigation along the Grand River. This site would directly connect to existing riverfront parks totaling 

approximately 8.5 acres, and eventually connect to larger riverfront parks and the White Pine Trail . Presently, 

the site offers views of the Grand River below the Sixth Street dam, a popular urban fishing spot. This is the 

area of the historic rapids, where the restored rapids are envisioned. The site will offer views and access to 

those restored rapids.

*Address of Site

 601 Monroe Ave NW

*City, Village or Township of Site

 Grand Rapids

*Zip

 49503

*County in which Site is located

Kent

*Town, Range and Section Numbers of 

Site Location

Letters must be upper-case:

 (examples: T02N, R13E, 22)

(Town) T07N (Range)R12W (Section)24

*Latitude/Longitude at park 

entrance

42.974171 -85.672611

*Park Name

North Monroe (proposed)
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section B: Project Funding and Explanation of Match Sources

SOURCES OF MATCHING FUNDS PROJECT COST AMOUNTS

*Grant amount requested (round to the nearest hundred dollars) $7,500,000.00

Total Match $2,500,000.00

Total Project Cost $10,000,000.00

Percentage of match commitment (Must be at least 25% of total project cost) 25%

a) General Funds or Local Restricted Funds (Applicant's own cash) $2,500,000.00

b) Force Account Labor/Materials (Applicant's own paid labor or materials)

c) Federal or State Funds

You have entered a value for item c). Please provide the information below for each federal or state 

program from which matching funds will be provided. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

(CDBG) AND RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM (RTP) ARE THE ONLY FEDERAL FUNDS THAT 

CAN BE USED AS MATCH:

*(1) Program Name *Administering Agency

*Contact Name for Administering Agency *Telephone *Amount

*Type of Funds

Grant funds awarded

Date grant funds approved

Grant funds applied for, not yet approved

Estimated approval date

Appropriated funds

Date appropriated

Other, explain

*Is documentation containing the scope of work and budget for the other grant funds included with application?

 Yes No

*Is documentation (such as grant approval letter) that verifies the availability of funds included in the 

application?

 Yes No

Check to add program information for additional State of Federal funds that will be used as Match.
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section B: Project Funding and Explanation of Match Sources

(2) Program Name Administering Agency

Contact Name for Administering Agency Telephone Amount

Type of Funds

Grant funds awarded

Date grant funds approved

Grant funds applied for, not yet approved

Estimated approval date

Appropriated funds

Date appropriated

Other, explain

Is documentation containing the scope of work and budget for the other grant funds included with application?

 Yes No

Is documentation (such as grant approval letter) that verifies the availability of funds included in the application?

 Yes No

Check to add program information for additional State of Federal funds that will be used as Match.

(3) Program Name Administering Agency

Contact Name for Administering Agency Telephone Amount

Type of Funds

Grant funds awarded

Date grant funds approved

Grant funds applied for, not yet approved

Estimated approval date

Appropriated funds

Date appropriated

Other, explain

Is documentation containing the scope of work and budget for the other grant funds included with application?

 Yes No

Is documentation (such as grant approval letter) that verifies the availability of funds included in the application?

 Yes No

d) Cash Donations
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section B: Project Funding and Explanation of Match Sources

You have entered a value for item d). Please list the individual sources and the amounts to be donated 

below.

SOURCE AMOUNT

*

Total $0

**Is a letter of intent from each donor included with the application?

 Yes No

e) Donated Labor and/or Materials

You have entered a value for item e). Please include each item to be donated, the source, dollar value, 

and how the dollar value was determined.

ITEM SOURCE DOLLAR VALUE VALUATION METHOD

*

Total $0

**Is a letter of intent from each donor included with application?

 Yes No

f) Donated Land Value (acquisition applications only)

You have entered a value for item f). Please describe how the value of the land donation was 

determined.

*

**Is a letter from the landowner committing to the donation of a portion of fair market value and any conditions 

placed upon their commitment included with application?

 Yes No
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section C1: Project Details

Land Acquisition Applications ONLY

**Interest acquired will be (check all that apply)

a Fee Simple

Easement

Other

*What are the current land uses that exist on the parcel? (check all that apply)

a Undeveloped/natural land

Agricultural

Residential

Commercial (including timber extraction)

Recreational

a Other (describe) parking lots

*Any buildings on the site?   No a Yes

*Any encroachments or boundary disputes with neighbors? a No Yes

Parcel Information Table

*Itemize estimated cost information for each parcel. For phased projects, the parcels and dollar amounts provided should include all phases.

LANDOWNER     ACREAGE STATE EQUALIZED

VALUE (SEV)

(1) ESTIMATED

 APPRAISED VALUE ($)

1) MSU/City of GR/County of Kent 3.68 $100.00 $10,000,000.00

2)

3)

4)

5)

TOTALS 3.68 $100.00 $10,000,000.00

(2) ESTIMATED INCIDENTAL COSTS
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section C1: Project Details

Prorated Taxes

Recording Fees

Transfer Tax

Title Insurance

Appraisal Fees

Closing Fees TOTAL APPRAISED VALUE (1) $10,000,000.

00

Environmental Assessment Costs TOTAL INCIDENTAL COSTS (2) $0

TOTAL $0

TOTAL ACQUISITION COSTS $10,000,000.

00

Comments:

 NOTE: SEV should be $0.00. "$100" was entered because the form would accept nothing less.

The estimated appraised value is based on a professional appraisal performed July 2014. The six parcels were appraised as a singular site.

The parking lots can support recreational uses. The parking booths and gate equipment .......
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section D: Justification of Need

*1) If you are submitting multiple acquisition or development applications, what is the priority for 

this application? (1 = highest)

1

*2) What page(s) of your recreation plan is the need for the proposed project discussed? From: 82 To: 83

If proposed project is on only one page, please enter the page number in both boxes

*3) What was the date(s) of public meeting to discuss submission of the grant application? 3/10/2015

Additional dates:

*4) Did you gather public input from individuals with disabilities, their families, or advocates? a No     Yes

*5) Are you the primary provider of recreation services to any surrounding communities, as 

documented in your recreation plan?

a No     Yes

List Communities:

*6) Was the application developed through collaboration with adjacent communities or school 

districts?

No    a Yes
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section E: Application History and Stewardship

 1 NO YES

*1) Questions 1 is for acquisition applications only - for development projects, leave blank and 

move to question 2.Is the applicant financially solvent to complete the acquisition transaction 

without any third party assistance (i.e. loans, lines of credit, same day closings, etc.) until partial 

reimbursement and final audit is completed (approximately 180 days after closing)?

a

    If yes, please provide documentation that supports this.

* 2) Has applicant received DNR recreation grant(s) in the past? a

If yes, does applicant currently have an open, active grant? a

*3) Has applicant closed, sold, or transferred any parkland or recreation facilities in the past 5 

years?

a

*4) Does applicant have a known unresolved conversion of grant-assisted parkland? (a 

conversion is a change from public outdoor recreation use to some other use)

a

*5) Does applicant have a "residents only" policy for this park or other parks or recreation 

facilities?

a

*6) Do you now or do you intend in the future to charge an entrance fee to the project site? a

If yes, fee schedule and policy for reduced entrance fees for low-income users included 

with application?

If yes, attach supporting Documentation on Required Attachments page.

*7) What is the applicant's current year budget for parks and recreation?

*8) What are the estimated operation and maintenance costs associated with the project?

Comments:

 Pleasant Park Development is wrapping up.

Martin Luther King Park Basketball Court Renovations closed but waiting for sign.

Richmond Park Renovations just starting.
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section F: Site Conditions

NO YES UNKNOWN

*1) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that any portion of the property is or has 

been used for industrial purposes, including manufacturing and/or minerals’ processing or extraction 

(sand, gravel, oil, or gas) at this time or in the past?

a

*2) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that any portion of the property is currently 

being used or has been used in the past for a gas station, motor vehicle service or repair facility, 

commercial printing facility, dry cleaners, photo developing lab, junkyard, landfill, waste treatment, 

storage, processing or recycling or disposal facility?

*3) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that any of the following are or have in the 

past been stored, discarded, or used on the property – automotive or industrial batteries, pesticides or 

other chemicals used in agricultural practices, paints, industrial waste, or other chemicals in drums or 

other containers?

*4) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that fill dirt or other fill material of unknown 

origin is on this property or has in the past been placed on the property?

*5) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge of any evidence of leaks, spills, or stains 

from a substance other than water at this time or in the past?

*6) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that there are or have in the past been 

waste disposal pits, lagoons, or ponds on the property?

*7) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that there are at this time or have in the 

past been registered or unregistered storage tanks on the property?

*8) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that contaminated groundwater lies below 

the property?

*9) If there is a water well on the property, does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that 

contaminants have been identified in the well that exceeded legal standards or has the well been 

identified as contaminated by a government agency?
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section F: Site Conditions

*10) Has the landowner been notified about any current violations of environmental laws pertaining to 

activities on the property or does applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge about past violations?

*11) Has the landowner been notified of any environmental assessments of the property that identified a) 

the presence of hazardous substances, petroleum products, or contamination; or b) the need for further 

assessment?

*12) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that any hazardous substances, 

unidentified waste materials, tires, or automotive or industrial batteries have been dumped above 

ground, buried, or burned on the property?

*13) Is the property listed on any federal or state list of contaminated sites, including the site of a leaking 

underground storage tank?

*14) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that any of the adjoining properties are 

currently being used or have been used in the past for the purposes listed in the previous questions 

1-13?

*15) Has an environmental assessment been completed for the site?

If yes, provide the most current on the Required Attachments page.

NO YES UNKNOWN

*16)*16) Are permits required for the development of the site?

If yes, please complete the following table:

TYPE OF PERMIT PERMITTING AGENCY EFFORTS TAKEN TO OBTAIN PERMIT OR 

DETERMINING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

If 'Yes' or 'Unknown' was selected for any of the questions on this page, please explain here:
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section G: Natural Features of The Project Site

To the best of your knowledge, does the project site include:

 *Great Lakes shoreline or Great Lakes connecting water frontage? a No Yes

 If yes, name of Great Lake or Great Lakes connecting water:

 How many linear feet of shoreline or frontage?

 *Inland lake frontage? a No Yes

 If yes, name of water body:

 What is the size of the total water body in acres?

 How many linear feet of frontage are on site?

 *River and/or tributary frontage? a No Yes

 If yes, name of water body:

 How many linear feet of frontage?

 Is the river or tributary a state natural river or a federally dedicated wild and scenic 

river?

 No Yes

 *Wetland acreage or frontage? a No Yes

 If yes, please list the number of acres of the type(s) of wetland(s) on site:

Marsh Bog Dune and swale complex

Prairie Forest Boreal Forest

Fen Shrub Type unknown

 Is documentation of type and quality with application?  No Yes

 If yes, source of information:

 *Other water acreage or frontage? a No Yes

 If yes, name of other water body:

 Is the entire water body completely within the site boundaries?  No Yes

 How many linear feet of frontage or acres of water are on site?

 *Sand dunes? a No Yes

 If yes, list the number of acres of sand dunes on the site:

 Critical       Not designed as critical, or designation unknown

 Is documentation of type and quality provided with application?  No Yes

 If yes, source of information:

 *Dedicated state or federal listed wilderness or dedicated natural area or 

Pigeon River County State Forest land or inholding?

a No Yes

 If yes, name of area:

 How many acres on site?
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section G: Natural Features of The Project Site

 *Rare species or any other significant feature as defined by the Michigan 

Natural Features Inventory?

a No Yes

 If yes, list species or feature and status.

 if too many to list here, include in the application narrative.

 Population/range locations denoted on site plan or other map?  No Yes

Page 2 of 202/27/2015

DRAFT



Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section H: Wildlife Values of The Project Site

Will the proposed park or park development:

 * Protect wildlife habitat (for example, breeding grounds, winter deeryards, den sites)? a No Yes

 If yes, list species:

 How many acres of habitat does the site provide?

 *Act as a wildlife corridor between existing protected areas or buffer an existing 

protected area?

aNo Yes

 If yes, name the existing park(s) or protected area(s):

 How many acres are currently in protected status?

 Is documentation of the ecological value of adjacent protected areas and/or the 

ability of the project site to act as a corridor/buffer provided with application?

 No Yes

If yes, source of information:
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section I: Natural Resource Recreation Opportunities

Will the proposed park or park development provide new or additional:

 *Water recreation opportunities?  No a Yes

 *Motorized recreation opportunities (ORV and/or Snowmobile)? a No Yes

 *Hunting Opportunities? a No Yes

 If yes, what seasons will be available? (for example, deer/firearm)

 How many acres will be available for hunting?

 *Fishing opportunities?  No a Yes

 If yes, what type of fishing opportunities will be provided? (species/methods) Shore fishing, 

steelhead, walleye, 

salmon

 *Bird watching or other nature viewing opportunities? a No Yes

 If yes, what species can be viewed?

 *Nature interpretation or education opportunities? a No Yes

 If yes, how are the interpretation or education opportunities provided? (check all that apply)

 Interpretive signage  Part time or volunteer naturalist

 Interpretive brochures  Full time naturalist

 Nature center

 Have you formed a partnership with another organization to provide   

interpretive/educational services?

 No Yes

If yes, name of organization

Provided examples of interpretive materials, descriptions of classes, and other documentation on the 

interpretive/educational services provided with application:
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section J: Public Access Opportunities

* Will the site be open to the general public?  No a Yes

List the hours open to the public:

From To Closed

Sunday sunrise sunset

Monday sunrise sunset

Tuesday sunrise sunset

Wednesday sunrise sunset

Thursday sunrise sunset

Friday sunrise sunset

Saturday sunrise sunset

Holidays sunrise sunset

Comment:

How will the public reasonably able to access this site?

a Automobile

a Boat

a Public Transportation

 Motorized Trail

a Non-Motorized Trail including Mountain Bike and Hiking Trails

a Sidewalk or Pathway

 Other (describe)
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Section K: Trails

* Is the proposed site a trail? [a] 

No

[ ] Yes

Who is the primary intended user? (Check one)

 Hikers/Pedestrians  Road Bicyclists  Equestrians

 Mountain Bicyclists  Cross-Country Skiers  Snowmobilers

 Other motorized vehicle 

users

 Other, explain:

Who are the secondary users?

 Hikers/Pedestrians  Road Bicyclists  Equestrians

 Mountain Bicyclists  Cross-Country Skiers  Snowmobilers

 Other motorized vehicle 

users

 Other, explain:

Is the trail connected to another trail(s) or part of a larger trail network?  No Yes

 If yes, what is the name of the network?

How long Is the trail?

 Total linear feet

 Linear feet bituminous (paved)

 Linear feet boardwalk (if applicable)

 Linear feet sidewalk

 Linear feet other hard surface

What is the width of the trail?

 Linear feet

* Is this proposed project part of the Iron Belle Trail (Governor's Showcase Trail)?

[ ] Yes [a] No
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Application Narrative

*I. Project Justification and Support:

Rapid habitat is extremely rare in the lower peninsula of Michigan, comprising only 1% of river habitat. 

Historical documents indicate that, prior to urbanization in the 1800s, the Grand River at present-day Grand 

Rapids was strewn with granite boulders and cobble stones and the mile-long rapids were wild, their noise 

echoing from neighboring hills. However, the river has since been degraded by five low head dams, flood walls, 

urban encroachment, and channelization, including dredging, excavation and grading.

The 2011 Green Grand Rapids amendment to the Master Plan, which engaged 1,800 residents in 120 

meetings, calls for increasing recreational opportunities on and adjacent to the river and a change in land use 

along the river from industry to open space and mixed use (p. 59-60, 78, 85, 88). Inspired by this vision, Grand 

Rapids Whitewater (GRWW) was established in 2010 as a grassroots nonprofit to restore the rapids and 

develop the river into a recreational destination. This project is conservatively estimated to stimulate a net new 

economic impact of $15 to $19 million per year (Anderson Economic Group, 2014). Today, this restoration 

project has the support of Mayor Heartwell and Governor Snyder, and earned the Urban Waters Federal 

Partnership (UWFP) designation. The City hopes to submit the Joint Permit application in 2015.

Grand Rapids has a scarcity of parks and recreation for the resident population. The city has only 7.88 acres 

per 1,000 people even including public school acreage (Pros Consulting, 2011). The Midwest benchmark is 12 

to 15 acres (National Recreation and Parks Association, 2009). In line with Green Grand Rapids, the City has 

identified six parcels adjacent to the future, restored rapids for acquisition. This would enable development of 

the site to increase overall park acreage in the city, enlarge the existing linear riverfront park, and support 

activation of the river corridor where the restored rapids are envisioned. This park would ultimately connect to 

the White Pine Trail.

Green Grand Rapids also calls for park development to become models of sustainable design (p. 61).

The current riverbank in this area is defined by a sheer floodwall that prevents direct river access. This floodwall 

will need to be heightened for flood control and mitigation purposes, further increasing the existing separation. 

However, the proposed acquisition would permit a different treatment by providing space to construct a tiered , 

stepped-back design that provides the necessary height while creating a multi-purpose space for recreation.

The Parks and Recreation Master Plan prioritizes river restoration and downtown riverwalk improvements (p. 

80, 82, 95). The project aligns with SCORP’s Objectives No. 3, 4, and 6, and MNRTF’s priority for urban areas.

*II. Project Description:

The City has embarked on an ambitious public planning process called GR Forward to discuss with the 

community what development in downtown, along the river banks and in the river itself should look like. This 

planning process will result in a formal Downtown Plan and a River Corridor Plan (dry banks). The Downtown 

Development Authority has appointed a 32-member Downtown Plan Steering Committee and the City 

Commission appointed a 72-member River Corridor Plan Steering Committee to oversee those aspects of the 

planning process and ensure that stakeholders are involved. The City also appointed a 23-member Grand 

River Restoration Steering Committee which assures coordination between the various planning efforts . Grand 

Rapids’ UWFP co-sponsors and other community partners sit on this committee. This planning process began 

about one year ago and is anticipated to wrap up in May or June 2015. The City Commission will be asked to 

adopt the final plan.
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Application Narrative

Stoss Inc. is the landscape subcontractor leading the River Corridor planning process (dry banks). To 

coordinate river and riverbank development, Stoss is collaborating with the engineer hired to design the 

restoration of the river. With input from the steering committees and the public, Stoss is developing conceptual 

plans for 15 sites along both sides of the Grand River, including the site of proposed acquisition. Although this 

concept plan is still being developed in response to feedback provided by the community, the City envisions 

active river access, spectator space for water events, active use space, gathering spaces, and other public 

uses.

The site itself is in downtown Grand Rapids one block from City Hall. It is surrounded by commercial/residential 

mixed-use development. It has access to public utilities, sidewalks, trails, and public transportation. The 

topography is generally level and the site has 659 linear feet of road frontage. It has very good access and 

visibility.

The timeframe to complete development cannot yet be determined. It will depend on sequencing of flood 

control and mitigation activities in downtown and funding. Planning for flood mitigation is still ongoing and a 

cost estimate for this space will not be available until after the River Corridor plans are complete.

*III. Natural Resource Access and Protection:

Natural resources currently on the site include grass and trees. There is a good view of the Grand River and the 

Sixth Street dam where anglers congregate. Below the dam is a good fishing spot, especially for steelhead 

and salmon. In fact, Field & Stream ranked Grand Rapids number six in the nation for urban fishing.

Unfortunately, the dam is also a barrier to native species. The draft Grand River Fisheries Assessment, 

complied by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources in 2011, states this dam is "a barrier to the 

movement of several Lake Michigan fish species that ascend the river to spawn. Although the [fish]ladder 

provides upstream passage for coho salmon, Chinook salmon and steelhead, other migratory species (i.e. 

lake sturgeon, walleye, longnose sucker, redhorse) do not successfully pass upstream through the ladder. 

Failure to reach upstream spawning areas limits the productivity of these populations." Both lake sturgeon and 

river redhorse are on the State’s list of threatened and endangered species . In addition, federally-endangered 

snuffbox mussels have been found in the downtown reach of the river . The Grand River Restoration Project will 

improve habitat for these species, as well as provide recreational opportunities.

The site proposed for acquisition is next to the area of the historic rapids, where the restored rapids are 

envisioned. After restoration, the site will provide views and access to these regionally rare rapids. Fishing, 

kayaking, and winter sports are proposed in the draft conceptual plan as well as green space, play space, 

landscaping and wetlands. Acquisition of this property will support the restoration project, including its 

environmental benefits.

*IV. Other Information:
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Required Attachments for Acquisition Projects

All location maps, site development plans, boundary maps, and other graphic information must be clear, 

legible, detailed, and appropriately labeled. Grants Management staff use these materials to help evaluate your 

application and to find and evaluate many of the sites. We must also photocopy many of the graphic materials 

in black-and-white; be sure that what you submit will photocopy legibly. Please do not submit aerial 

photographs for location maps, site development plans, or boundary maps.

REQUIRED CONTENT FOR ACQUISITION APPLICATIONS

* Maintenance Plan

* Project Location Map(s):

https://secure1.state.mi.us/mirgs/_Upload/11693-ProjectLocationMap.pdf

* Conceptual Site Plan:

https://secure1.state.mi.us/mirgs/_Upload/11693-SitePlan.pdf

* Advance Notice of a public meeting for public comment and to pass the resolution:

* Minutes of the Public Meeting held for public comment and to pass the resolution for the application:

* Certified Resolution: from the highest governing body:

* Notice of Intent Form and copy of letter transmitting form to regional clearinghouse to the regional 

clearinghouse:

https://secure1.state.mi.us/mirgs/_Upload/11693-LetterNoticeofIntent.pdf

* Photographs of the site - digital images, combine into one file

* Documentation of local match sources,(if required in Section A1 of the application form)

* Plat or parcel map with subject parcels highlighted

https://secure1.state.mi.us/mirgs/_Upload/11693-ParcelMap.pdf

* Copy of most recent deed and tax bill for subject parcel

https://secure1.state.mi.us/mirgs/_Upload/11693-DeedsandTaxBills.pdf

* Boundary Map(s) delineating the legal boundaries of the park site(s) outlined in red; show easements in 

Page 1 of 202/27/2015

DRAFT



Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2015

Organization: City of Grand Rapids TF15-0042

Required Attachments for Acquisition Projects

green:

https://secure1.state.mi.us/mirgs/_Upload/11693-BoundaryMap.pdf

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR ACQUISITION APPLICATIONS:

Letter(s) of commitment and support for the project:

Correspondence regarding regulatory permitting issues, if applicable:

Expert documentation to support the project

https://secure1.state.mi.us/mirgs/_Upload/11693-DraftGrandRiverRapidsRestorationConceptPlan.pdf

Environmental Report if applicable

Draft easement or other agreement, if applicable

Page 2 of 202/27/2015

DRAFT



City of Grand Rapids 
North Monroe Property Acquisition 

Project Location Map 
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City of Grand Rapids 
North Monroe Property Acquisition 

Draft Conceptual Site Plan1 Provided by Stoss, Inc.2  
 
 
Constraints and Opportunities 

                       

1 This conceptual plan is being developed and has not been adopted. 
2 Stoss’ site boundary line on this map does not correspond to the City’s MNRTF proposal site boundary. 
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Schematic Plan 
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701 EXEMPT IMPROVED

0.00 BALANCE DUE

DATE PAID

TOTAL PAID

2014 PROPERTY TAX INFORMATION
AS OF: 02/24/2015

41-13-24-431-009 41010PROPERTY #: SCHOOL:

%CLASS: P.R.E. %:

TAXABLE VAL: 0 0SEV:

MORTGAGE CODE:
TAXPAYER:

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
450 ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
EAST LANSING MI 48824

PROP ADDRESS: 601 NW MONROE AVE

SUMMER TAX INFO WINTER TAX INFO

ADVALOREM TAX: 0.00 ADVALOREM TAX: 0.00

SP. ASSMENTS: 0.00 SP. ASSMENTS: 0.00

ADMIN FEE: 0.00 ADMIN FEE: 0.00

INTEREST: 0.00 INTEREST: 0.00

TOTAL: 0.00 TOTAL: 0.00

TOTAL PAID

DATE PAID

BALANCE DUE 0.00

NOTE: THE SUMMER TAX IS LEVIED AND PAYABLE ON JULY 1ST WITH PAYMENT DUE IN FULL BY
JULY 31ST.  THE WINTER TAX IS LEVIED AND PAYABLE ON DECEMBER 1ST WITH PAYMENT DUE

IN FULL BY FEBRUARY 14TH, OR THE NEXT BUSINESS DAY IF EITHER OF THESE DATES FALLS ON A WEEKEND
OR A HOLIDAY.  WE DO NOT ACCEPT ADVANCE/ESTIMATED PAYMENTS OF TAXES.

2014

Summary of Base Tax Information for Future Tax Estimate / Escrow Purposes

Estimated Summer Base Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

Estimated Winter Base Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

Total Estimated Annual Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

If you have any questions concerning this information, you may contact Roberta Cahill,
an accountant in the City of Grand Rapids Treasurer's Office, at (616) 456-3810.

0.00 

DRAFT



701 EXEMPT IMPROVED

0.00 BALANCE DUE

DATE PAID

TOTAL PAID

2014 PROPERTY TAX INFORMATION
AS OF: 02/24/2015

41-13-24-431-011 41010PROPERTY #: SCHOOL:

%CLASS: P.R.E. %:

TAXABLE VAL: 0 0SEV:

MORTGAGE CODE:
TAXPAYER:

CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS
OFFICE OF ECON DEV
300 MONROE AVE NW
GRAND RAPIDS MI 49503-2206

PROP ADDRESS: 555 NW MONROE AVE

SUMMER TAX INFO WINTER TAX INFO

ADVALOREM TAX: 0.00 ADVALOREM TAX: 0.00

SP. ASSMENTS: 0.00 SP. ASSMENTS: 0.00

ADMIN FEE: 0.00 ADMIN FEE: 0.00

INTEREST: 0.00 INTEREST: 0.00

TOTAL: 0.00 TOTAL: 0.00

TOTAL PAID

DATE PAID

BALANCE DUE 0.00

NOTE: THE SUMMER TAX IS LEVIED AND PAYABLE ON JULY 1ST WITH PAYMENT DUE IN FULL BY
JULY 31ST.  THE WINTER TAX IS LEVIED AND PAYABLE ON DECEMBER 1ST WITH PAYMENT DUE

IN FULL BY FEBRUARY 14TH, OR THE NEXT BUSINESS DAY IF EITHER OF THESE DATES FALLS ON A WEEKEND
OR A HOLIDAY.  WE DO NOT ACCEPT ADVANCE/ESTIMATED PAYMENTS OF TAXES.

2014

Summary of Base Tax Information for Future Tax Estimate / Escrow Purposes

Estimated Summer Base Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

Estimated Winter Base Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

Total Estimated Annual Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

If you have any questions concerning this information, you may contact Roberta Cahill,
an accountant in the City of Grand Rapids Treasurer's Office, at (616) 456-3810.

0.00 

DRAFT



701 EXEMPT IMPROVED

0.00 BALANCE DUE

DATE PAID

TOTAL PAID

2014 PROPERTY TAX INFORMATION
AS OF: 02/24/2015

41-13-24-431-012 41010PROPERTY #: SCHOOL:

%CLASS: P.R.E. %:

TAXABLE VAL: 0 0SEV:

MORTGAGE CODE:
TAXPAYER:

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
450 ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
EAST LANSING MI 48824

PROP ADDRESS: 533 NW MONROE AVE

SUMMER TAX INFO WINTER TAX INFO

ADVALOREM TAX: 0.00 ADVALOREM TAX: 0.00

SP. ASSMENTS: 0.00 SP. ASSMENTS: 0.00

ADMIN FEE: 0.00 ADMIN FEE: 0.00

INTEREST: 0.00 INTEREST: 0.00

TOTAL: 0.00 TOTAL: 0.00

TOTAL PAID

DATE PAID

BALANCE DUE 0.00

NOTE: THE SUMMER TAX IS LEVIED AND PAYABLE ON JULY 1ST WITH PAYMENT DUE IN FULL BY
JULY 31ST.  THE WINTER TAX IS LEVIED AND PAYABLE ON DECEMBER 1ST WITH PAYMENT DUE

IN FULL BY FEBRUARY 14TH, OR THE NEXT BUSINESS DAY IF EITHER OF THESE DATES FALLS ON A WEEKEND
OR A HOLIDAY.  WE DO NOT ACCEPT ADVANCE/ESTIMATED PAYMENTS OF TAXES.

2014

Summary of Base Tax Information for Future Tax Estimate / Escrow Purposes

Estimated Summer Base Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

Estimated Winter Base Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

Total Estimated Annual Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

If you have any questions concerning this information, you may contact Roberta Cahill,
an accountant in the City of Grand Rapids Treasurer's Office, at (616) 456-3810.

0.00 

DRAFT



702 EXEMPT VACANT

0.00 BALANCE DUE

DATE PAID

TOTAL PAID

2014 PROPERTY TAX INFORMATION
AS OF: 02/24/2015

41-13-24-431-013 41010PROPERTY #: SCHOOL:

%CLASS: P.R.E. %:

TAXABLE VAL: 0 0SEV:

MORTGAGE CODE:
TAXPAYER:

KENT COUNTY
300 MONROE AVE NW
GRAND RAPIDS MI 49503

PROP ADDRESS: 525 NW MONROE AVE

SUMMER TAX INFO WINTER TAX INFO

ADVALOREM TAX: 0.00 ADVALOREM TAX: 0.00

SP. ASSMENTS: 0.00 SP. ASSMENTS: 0.00

ADMIN FEE: 0.00 ADMIN FEE: 0.00

INTEREST: 0.00 INTEREST: 0.00

TOTAL: 0.00 TOTAL: 0.00

TOTAL PAID

DATE PAID

BALANCE DUE 0.00

NOTE: THE SUMMER TAX IS LEVIED AND PAYABLE ON JULY 1ST WITH PAYMENT DUE IN FULL BY
JULY 31ST.  THE WINTER TAX IS LEVIED AND PAYABLE ON DECEMBER 1ST WITH PAYMENT DUE

IN FULL BY FEBRUARY 14TH, OR THE NEXT BUSINESS DAY IF EITHER OF THESE DATES FALLS ON A WEEKEND
OR A HOLIDAY.  WE DO NOT ACCEPT ADVANCE/ESTIMATED PAYMENTS OF TAXES.

2014

Summary of Base Tax Information for Future Tax Estimate / Escrow Purposes

Estimated Summer Base Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

Estimated Winter Base Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

Total Estimated Annual Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

If you have any questions concerning this information, you may contact Roberta Cahill,
an accountant in the City of Grand Rapids Treasurer's Office, at (616) 456-3810.

0.00 

DRAFT



701 EXEMPT IMPROVED

0.00 BALANCE DUE

DATE PAID

TOTAL PAID

2014 PROPERTY TAX INFORMATION
AS OF: 02/24/2015

41-13-24-431-014 41010PROPERTY #: SCHOOL:

%CLASS: P.R.E. %:

TAXABLE VAL: 0 0SEV:

MORTGAGE CODE:
TAXPAYER:

KENT COUNTY
300 MONROE NW
GRAND RAPIDS MI 49503

PROP ADDRESS: 519 NW MONROE AVE

SUMMER TAX INFO WINTER TAX INFO

ADVALOREM TAX: 0.00 ADVALOREM TAX: 0.00

SP. ASSMENTS: 0.00 SP. ASSMENTS: 0.00

ADMIN FEE: 0.00 ADMIN FEE: 0.00

INTEREST: 0.00 INTEREST: 0.00

TOTAL: 0.00 TOTAL: 0.00

TOTAL PAID

DATE PAID

BALANCE DUE 0.00

NOTE: THE SUMMER TAX IS LEVIED AND PAYABLE ON JULY 1ST WITH PAYMENT DUE IN FULL BY
JULY 31ST.  THE WINTER TAX IS LEVIED AND PAYABLE ON DECEMBER 1ST WITH PAYMENT DUE

IN FULL BY FEBRUARY 14TH, OR THE NEXT BUSINESS DAY IF EITHER OF THESE DATES FALLS ON A WEEKEND
OR A HOLIDAY.  WE DO NOT ACCEPT ADVANCE/ESTIMATED PAYMENTS OF TAXES.

2014

Summary of Base Tax Information for Future Tax Estimate / Escrow Purposes

Estimated Summer Base Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

Estimated Winter Base Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

Total Estimated Annual Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

If you have any questions concerning this information, you may contact Roberta Cahill,
an accountant in the City of Grand Rapids Treasurer's Office, at (616) 456-3810.

0.00 

DRAFT



701 EXEMPT IMPROVED

0.00 BALANCE DUE

DATE PAID

TOTAL PAID

2014 PROPERTY TAX INFORMATION
AS OF: 02/24/2015

41-13-24-431-015 41010PROPERTY #: SCHOOL:

%CLASS: P.R.E. %:

TAXABLE VAL: 0 0SEV:

MORTGAGE CODE:
TAXPAYER:

KENT COUNTY
300 MONROE NW
GRAND RAPIDS MI 49503

PROP ADDRESS: 511 NW MONROE AVE

SUMMER TAX INFO WINTER TAX INFO

ADVALOREM TAX: 0.00 ADVALOREM TAX: 0.00

SP. ASSMENTS: 0.00 SP. ASSMENTS: 0.00

ADMIN FEE: 0.00 ADMIN FEE: 0.00

INTEREST: 0.00 INTEREST: 0.00

TOTAL: 0.00 TOTAL: 0.00

TOTAL PAID

DATE PAID

BALANCE DUE 0.00

NOTE: THE SUMMER TAX IS LEVIED AND PAYABLE ON JULY 1ST WITH PAYMENT DUE IN FULL BY
JULY 31ST.  THE WINTER TAX IS LEVIED AND PAYABLE ON DECEMBER 1ST WITH PAYMENT DUE

IN FULL BY FEBRUARY 14TH, OR THE NEXT BUSINESS DAY IF EITHER OF THESE DATES FALLS ON A WEEKEND
OR A HOLIDAY.  WE DO NOT ACCEPT ADVANCE/ESTIMATED PAYMENTS OF TAXES.

2014

Summary of Base Tax Information for Future Tax Estimate / Escrow Purposes

Estimated Summer Base Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

Estimated Winter Base Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

Total Estimated Annual Tax and Admin Fee: $0.00

If you have any questions concerning this information, you may contact Roberta Cahill,
an accountant in the City of Grand Rapids Treasurer's Office, at (616) 456-3810.

0.00 

DRAFT
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“Before the river was changed by the work of 
man, the rapids had a nearly uniform descent 
for about a mile... sufficient to give a decided 
turbulent and wild appearance to the waters, 
and to make a noise that broke the stillness 
of the forest and echoed from the neighboring 
hills.”
  --Charles A Whittemore, Kent Scientific     In-
stitute of Grand Rapids, 1895
“Compare it with the rapids at Sault Ste. Ma-
rie.”
  --1913 Grand Rapids Progress

1931 1868 “Here is plenty of fish and plenty of game, 
and the greatest country for honey that I 
ever saw.”

 “There was that spring an unprecedented 
catch upon the rapids,of sturgeon, picker-
el, bass, suckers, and other members of 
the finny tribe.”

“The rapids provide the best clamming in 
the state.”

--Accounts of early pioneers
The Outdoor Recreation Economy $646 billion annual 
spending --Outdoor Industry Association 2012The longest river in Michigan

1883
Benefits to recreation: 
• 8 1,000m lanes FISA Masters Rowing Course
• 6 2,000m lanes FISA International Rowing Course
• 2 new riverside parks
• Shoreline interaction at all riverfront parks
• 12 acres of limestone bedrock shoals
• 5 educational signs
• 100% downstream drift passage
• 9,400 feet of whitewater rapids
• 400m of International Canoe Federation Local Merit Slalom 
course
• 8 International Canoe Federation Whitewater Rodeo features

Benefits to restoration: 
• 500% increase in fish holding habitat
• 5 times increase in habitat diversity 
• 850% increase in lake sturgeon spawning habitat 
• 100% upstream fish passage
• 1 sea lamprey adjustable velocity barrier
• 75% reduction in low flow width to depth ratio 
• 1700% increase in hyporheic exchange (stream health) 
• Direct improvement to aquatic habitat 
• Reduction in fine sedimentation
• Propagation of 100,000 mussels 
• 275% increase in sport fishing perimeter
• 4 additional acres of native riparian forest 

ADJUSTABLE HYDRAULIC STRUCTURE FISH AND BOAT PASSAGE PERSPECTIVE

Created habitat pool 
with boulders

Existing floodwall w/ placed 
educational signage

Constructed 
boulder islands Whitewater wave feature

Augmented river cobble/ 
gravel bottom

Shaped
landscape 
berm freeboard

Installed habitat 
boulders

I-196 beyond section cut

SECTION 3 SCALE: 1”=25’

Existing floodwall w/ installed educational signage
Textured, stamped and colored 
limestone facade floodwall

Constructed 
boulder islands Graded deep 

pool

Existing bike pathAugmented river cobble/ 
gravel bottom

Facilitated 
boat passage 
channel

Installed habitat 
boulders

Constructed slab 
stone terrance 
bankInstalled habitat 

boulders

Shaped
landscape 
berm freeboard

Proposed fish 
passage

I-196 beyond section cut

SECTION 2 SCALE: 1”=25’TRIPLE DROP WAVES WITH BOAT AND FISH PASSAGE PERSPECTIVE

Re-aligned 
bike path

Constructed terraced 
amphitheater/ boulder wall

Exposed bed rock shelf 
wading pools

Proposed fish passage 
channel

Connected deep bedrock 
canyon channel

Modified dock 
wall

Istalled limestone block/ eddy 
boulder channel marker

Placed woody debris and 
boulder habitat

Existing 
floodwall

Existing 
Transportation 
Department

SECTION 1 SCALE: 1”=25’

TYPICAL SECTION SLAB STONE TERRACE DETAIL BOULDER WALL DETAIL

DEVOS PLACE PERSPECTIVEHABITAT BOULDER DETAIL TYPICAL CHANNEL BAR

REINFORCED RUBBER RESTRAINING
STRAP TYP (2) PLACES EACH
10' WIDE GATE

POLYESTER REINFORCED INFLATABLE
AIR BLADDER SUPPLIED IN NOMINAL
10' LENGTHS

CONNECTION TO AIR BLADDER
TYP (2) PLACES THIS TYPE OF 
GATE

STAINLESS STEEL ANCHOR BOLT
SEE AKSI DWG 05-110-006

TOP OF SLAB ELEVATION E + 0'-0"

TOP OF GATE ELEVATION E + 1'-0"

RESTRAINING STRAP ANCHOR
BOLT TYP (4) PLACES THIS
SET OF GATES

CLAMP BAR

1" AIR SUPPLY LINE

EPOXY PAINTED GATE PANEL
SUPPLIED IN (2) NOMINAL 10'
LENGTHS

STEEL GATE PNEUMATIC MODEL

WADING ROUTE PERSPECTIVE AH-NAB-AWEN PARK ACCESS PERSPECTIVE BEDROCK SPLASH POOL
OCTOBER 2013
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