PUBLIC UTILITIES EASEMENT

THIS INDENTURE entered into this 		 day of 			, 2024, by Name and Address of Grantor (Replace highlighted text and remove highlighting throughout document), hereinafter referred to as “Grantor”, and the City of Grand Rapids, a Michigan municipal corporation, 300 Monroe Avenue NW, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503, hereinafter referred to as “City”.

WITNESSETH:

	WHEREAS, the Grantor is the owner of real property in the City of Grand Rapids, County of Kent, and State of Michigan, as hereinafter described; and

	WHEREAS, the Grantor wishes to construct utilities (herein defined as sanitary sewers, street lighting facilities, storm sewers, and water mains) within the easement area, in accordance with plans and specifications furnished by the Grantor and approved by the City Engineer, which shall become public utilities upon their construction and acceptance by the City;

	NOW, THEREFORE, the Grantor, for and in consideration of:

1. The sum of Dollar Amount and (Dollar amount spelled out), the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, does hereby grant, warrant, and convey to the City, easement rights over and across the premises lying within the City of Grand Rapids, County of Kent, State of Michigan, and more particularly described as:

Address, Parcel No. XX-XX-XX-XXX-XXX

(See Exhibit A Attached)

2. Said easements shall be for the purpose of constructing, replacing, repairing, and maintaining sanitary sewers, street lighting facilities, storm sewers, water mains, and their appurtenances.

3. The City shall have the right of ingress to and egress from the easement area through the parent parcel, over a route prearranged with the property owner, and within the easement above described for the purpose of constructing, maintaining, repairing, or replacing utilities subject to the following terms and conditions:

a. Any construction, maintenance, or replacement shall be performed by the City so as not to unreasonably interfere with the use of said easement area by the Grantor and its tenants and without cost to Grantor.



b. 
4

c. Upon completion of the construction, maintenance, replacement or repair, the City will restore the easement property to the same condition as it was prior to such construction, maintenance, replacement or repair and without cost to the Grantor, provided that the Grantor shall repair the damage done to any fixed structures constructed after the original utility installation unless said damage is the result of the negligent acts or omissions of the City, its agents, employees, representatives, or contractors in which case the said restorations shall be made by the City.  The City shall use reasonable care to protect said fixed structures and landscaping and shall restore to grade and re-seed all lawn areas.

4. The Grantor retains all other property rights in the easement property, including, but not limited to, the right to utilize the property to construct thereon sidewalks, driveways, curbs, gutters, landscaping, plantings, and traffic control signs.  The Grantor agrees not to construct any buildings or surface or subsurface structures within the easement property.

5. The Grantor hereby agrees to save and hold the City harmless from any and all claims, debts, and causes of action or judgments for any damage to property, and/or injury to any person which may arise out of any construction within or use of easement areas by the Grantor, its agents, employees, representatives, contractors, successors or assigns.

6. The Grantor and its successors or assigns agree that if any buildings or other surface or subsurface structures are constructed by it, its successors, or assigns, near or adjacent to said easement, and because of the proximity of such buildings and other surface or subsurface structures it should become necessary to structurally support, shore, brace, or otherwise provide for the stability of such buildings or surface or subsurface structures so that the City may perform the work of maintaining, replacing, and repairing said utilities and their appurtenances, the Grantor shall assume such expense for supporting, shoring, and bracing; provided, however, that the City shall consult with the Grantor, its successors, and assigns before performing the work with respect to alternative methods of repair, improvement, maintenance, or replacement.  The Grantor and the City shall confer promptly and shall avoid unnecessary delays in consultation.

7. The Grantor reserves the right to grant to others additional easement rights, in the easement hereby being granted, for the installation and maintenance of gas, electric power, telephone structures and lines; said right being subject to approval by the City as to location and size of the proposed easements and utilities.  Said approval by the City shall not be unreasonably withheld.  All such additional easements shall be subject to the prior rights of the City and additional expenses incurred by the City in the construction, maintenance, repair, or replacing of the utilities owned by the City, resulting from these additional easements and the presence of gas, electric, or telephone structures and lines, shall be assumed by the owners of the structures or lines causing such extra expense.



	
	



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantor has executed this instrument as of the day and year first above written.




	GRANTOR: <if business list name & type>


						

By: <Signee Name>

Its: <Signee Title (Owner, Member, etc.)> 					



	
	STATE OF ___________________

COUNTY OF _________________


On _________, 2024, <Signee Name>, who is either personally known to me or who produced his driver’s license as identification, personally signed this document in my presence.


						
*						
Notary public, 			 County, 	

Acting in 			 County, 	

My commission expires:			





If compensation is under $100 then add this language: This easement is exempt from state and county transfer tax pursuant to MCLA 207.505 (a) and MCLA 207.526 (a).  


Accepted by City Commission Proceeding No. 		 , dated 				 .






Prepared by:			Legal description by:			When recorded please return to:
Author Name			Author Name				Joel Hondorp
Company/Consultant Name	Company/Consultant Name		Grand Rapids City Clerk
[bookmark: _Hlk155707711]Company/Consultant Address	Company/Consultant Address		300 Monroe Avenue, N.W.
Company/Consultant Address	Company/Consultant Address		Grand Rapids, MI  49503
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8. This easement lies within the proposed public right-of-way of Street Name. Said easement, or any portion thereof, shall automatically terminate at the time that Street Name is dedicated as a public street and accepted as such by the Municipality.

The above paragraph should be added when the easement is “temporarily” covering City utilities when a proposed public street is to be dedicated as part of a proposed plat at a future date.




<Add Exhibit A, which should include the easement description including the square footage of the easement area and a sketch of the easement. The sketch should include a plan view, with the proposed easement boundary shown dark in DASHED2 line type and ANSI31 hatching; with bearings and distances and other pertinent labeling shown corresponding to the legal description. Both the description and sketch can be shown on a single sheet, if space and scale permit. Otherwise, multiple sheets can be used, as necessary. Descriptions must be read in portrait format. Use only 8 ½” x 11” format for all sheets.>
