
DATE: January 27, 2026 

TO: Mayor David LaGrand & City Commissioners 

Committee 
Liaison: 

Fiscal Committee 
Molly Clarin, Chief Financial Officer 

FROM: Max Frantz, City Comptroller 

SUBJECT: Small Claims Report – 4th Quarter 2025 

In the fourth quarter (October-December) of 2025 the city paid out a total of 12 small 
claims totaling an amount of $28,771.27. A summary of the claims by category is shown 
below. Detail for each individual claim is included on the following page ranked by 
incident date (oldest to newest). 

Small Claims 
October-December 

4th Qtr. 2025 
Category # of Claims Amount Paid 
Fire 1 $ 5,278.05 
Public Safety 1 190.77 
Refuse 5 18,685.36 

Snowplow 1 45.56 

Streets 1 2,447.96 

Water 3 2,123.57 

Total 12 $28,771.27 



Incident Date Category Claimant Loc. Amount Paid Description
11/20/2024 Water Thomas VanGemert Grand Rapids 602.21$    City hit sprinkler lines while digging after being warned lines were present
1/15/2025 Snowplow Ronald Schut Grand Rapids 45.56  Snowplow struck mailbox post
1/26/2025 Streets Susan and Ronald Griffin Grand Rapids 2,447.96  Vehicle drove over watermain sinkhole on Covell at Tremont damaging vehicle
4/30/2025 Refuse Brenna Chulski Grand Rapids 1,000.00  Refuse truck struck vehicle
6/5/2025 Refuse Progressive Ins Co Audrionna Brown Grand Rapids 17,128.27  Garbage truck backed into claimants vehicle

6/18/2025 Water Alison and David Morgan Grand Rapids 1,166.44  Water employee hit back bumper of vehicle while they were parking City vehicle
6/30/2025 Refuse Raul Ysasi Grand Rapids 100.00  Refuse truck struck mailbox
7/10/2025 Refuse Dustin Lautenbach Grand Rapids 37.09  Refuse truck struck private utility trailer
7/16/2025 Fire Freddie Deans Grand Rapids 5,278.05  Fire truck struck vehicle while turning
8/15/2025 Water Berger Chevrolet Grand Rapids 354.92  City employee backed into new truck damaging tail lamp
8/20/2025 Refuse James Debenham Grand Rapids 420.00  Refuse truck struck fence
9/2/2025 Public Safety Micah Bagley Grand Rapids 190.77  GRPD put a spike strip out for vehicle infront of his; not pulled and he struck

12 Total Claims Total 28,771.27$   

Small Claims 4th Quarter 2025
October 1 - December 31


