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City of Grand Rapids
Stormwater Oversight 

Commission  Annual Report
Presented May 12, 2020



Stormwater Oversight Commission 
MembersElaine Isely

2017 Chair, WMEAC
Kristine Bersche
2017 Vice Chair, 2nd Ward

Joshua Lunger
Chamber of Commerce

Ken Yonkers
Drain Commissioner

Edgar Davis
3rd Ward – 
through  
December

Elizabeth 
Hernandez  2nd 

Ward

Randal Meyering
1st Ward

Jack Barr
1st Ward

Christine Olmeda
3rd Ward – through July



Public Education 
and  Engagement

Stormwater 
Performance



Stormwater 
Investments

Operations Sources Level "C" Current (2014) Investment Gap 2016* 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

General Fund 1,276,000 489,197 786,803 601,597 713,998 826,398 938,799 1,051,199 1,163,600 1,276,000

Local/Major Streets 1,500,000 730,598 769,402 840,513 950,427 1,060,342 1,170,256 1,280,171 1,390,085 1,500,000

Refuse (Street Sweeping)  
1,020,000

 
980,000

 
40,000

 
985,714

 
991,429

 
997,143

    1,002,857     1,008,571     1,014,286  
1,020,000

Operations Total 3,796,000 2,199,795 1,596,205 2,427,824 2,655,854 2,883,883 3,111,912 3,339,941 3,567,971 3,796,000

Stormwater Current versus Future 
Investment

Capital Sources

Capital Reserve Fund 1,281,000 220,000 1,061,000 371,571 523,143 674,714 826,286 977,857 1,129,429 1,281,000

Green Infrastructure Street Capital**  
5,300,000

 
1,700,000

 
3,600,000

    1,900,000     2,100,000     2,100,000     2,300,000     2,300,000     3,328,571  
5,300,000

Capital Total 6,581,000 1,920,000 4,661,000 2,271,571 2,623,143 2,774,714 3,126,286 3,277,857 4,458,000 6,581,000

Investment Total 10,377,000 4,119,795 6,257,205 4,699,396 5,278,996 5,658,597 6,238,198 6,617,799 8,025,971 10,377,000

* Streets begin with repairs in first 5-7 and then reconstruction begins

** Current 1.7 million is the previous five year average provided by Engineering and reconstruction projects begin in 
2021

*** All in 2013 dollars,



Level 
of  
Service 
C



SAW 
Grant
⚫Stormwater Model
⚫Water Quality Model of the Grand River
⚫TMDL Implementation Plan
⚫Culvert Inventory and Assessment
⚫Drainage System Cleaning and 

Assessment
⚫Public Education



Stormwater Investments – Vital 
Streets



2019 Strategic Plan/Green Infrastructure Portfolio 
Metrics  from Vital Streets Work



Capital Improvement 
Plan
Projects Completed in 
2019
• Richmond Park Daylighting
• Richmond Park 

Inlet  
Modifications

• Kent County Drain
Commissioner

2020 Projects
• Glen Echo Streambank

Stabilization
• Alger Streambank 

Stabilization
• The Highlands



Stormwater Investments by Ward – 
Capital



Level of Service “C” 
Tracking

Asset

FY2015

Actual

FY2016

Actual

FY2017

Actual

FY2018

Actual

FY2019

Actual

FY2020
Annua

l  Goal
Goal Goal Goal Goal Goal

Gravity  
Mains 
(ft.)

30,701 26,531 37,177 69,520 57,195 53,650
15,018 22,744 30,471 38,197 45,924

Catch 
Basins

3,688 3,556 3,919 4,093 4,151
4,264

3,766 3,865 3,965 4,065 4,164
Force Mains Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly

Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly

Culverts 0 0 10 5
209 (visually)

94 (cctv) 47
8 16 24 31 39

Ditches (mi) 0 0.08 2 3 6
4

1 1 2 3 3
Lift Stations Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly

Bi-weekly
Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly

/50

100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Goal not met



Level of Service “C” 
Tracking

Asset
FY2015
Actual

FY2016
Actual

FY2017
Actual

FY2018
Actual

FY2019
Actual

FY2020
Annu

al  
Goal

Goal Goal Goal Goal Goal

Gravity  
Mains 
(ft)

23,288 32,458 195,906 277,527 352,820
410,000

77,780 144,224 210,668 277,112 343,556

3,688 3,556 3,919 4,093 4,151
Catch 
Basins 3,766 3,865 3,965 4,065 4,164 4264

Culverts
0 0 10 5 9

10
2 3 5 7 8

Lift Stations
Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly

Bi-weekly
Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly Bi-weekly

Green Infra.
42/50 70/55

3x’s per
year

3x’s per
year

3x’s per year 3x’s per
year

100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Goal not met



Stormwater Policy 
Review



Stormwater Policy 
Recommendations

• Changes to Stormwater Ordinances are 
expected with upcoming  Regional Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer System permit from 
EGLE

• Final recommendations will be made once we 
have come to agreement
with EGLE on final requirements.
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