
Workshop 1 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM

DASH to Wellness, Connection, and Equity
[Room 107D, then DASH bus]
Anel Guel, GR Resident, Spoke Folks & League of American Bicyclists Instructor
Ken Cipriano, South Division Corridor Improvement District
Amanda Moore, GR Resident, Mobile GR

Bundle up and join local residents, Anel Guel and Ken Miguel-Cipriano, for a DASH 
bus field trip. Learn how bus travel, walking, and bicycling strengthen our community. 
People can connect with neighbors, improve their health, and help make traveling 
better for those who are transit dependent. Learn skills and daily actions to connect 
with community and support your neighbors while on your way to work, fun, or home.

Centering Community Voice in Neighborhood Construction Projects: 
What We Learned

[Room 111D]
Annette Vandenberg, West Grand Neighborhood Organization
Beca Velazquez-Publes, Urban Core Collective 
Sergio Cira-Reyes, Urban Core Collective
Landon Bartley, City of Grand Rapids 

In times of robust growth, the intersection between a vibrant city and equitable 
participation from all communities in the development process must be front and 

in participation from communities of color in shaping how our City grows. We will 
discuss the findings about our engagement practices as a City and recommendations 
to improve them. Participants will hear about valuable lessons learned in this journey 
with community and the resulting pilot. 
[Workshop Track: Everyday Equity]

Connecting Community Through Parks, Trees, and Green Spaces
[Room 201D] 
Dia Noble, Friends of Grand Rapids Parks
Nina Gropp, Friends of Grand Rapids Parks

Public spaces are opportunities for neighbors and families to connect and should be 
open and welcoming spaces for all. Family memories, friendships, and community pride 
can all be grown and begin in these spaces. There are several benefits connected to 
neighborhoods that have adequate access to green spaces, parks and tree coverage. 
Disparities exist in certain neighborhoods which result in those areas having a higher heat 
index during warmer months, poorer air and water quality and more. Learn how these 

Discover ways to connect with your neighborhood parks, green spaces, and trees.

9 #2019GRSummit



Workshop 1 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Advocating for An Effective IEP (Individual Education Plan) For Your Child
[Room 203D]
Tameka Citchen-Spruce, Michigan Disability Rights Coalition
Lorelei Moore, Michigan Disability Rights Coalition

Often IEP processes are confusing, prescriptive and hard to navigate successfully 
for parents and students. This workshop will cover the purpose of the IEP process 
and how parents and students can advocate for their own needs using the process. 
Participants can expect to learn strategies for approaching IEP processes as well as 
their rights in creating an IEP.
[Workshop Track: Education]

Vote With Your Dollars!
[Room 205D]
Alice Jasper, Sustainable Business Program Manager at Good For Michigan

This workshop will share the importance of conscious consumerism which is the 
cultural shift of supporting businesses whose operations have positive impacts on the 
communities they operate within. Attendees will leave with a developed understanding 
of the relationship between spending practices and creating prosperous and equitable 
communities. 
[Workshop Track: Showing Up For Each Other]

Faith In Business

[Room 136E] 
Moderator: Jermale D. Eddie, Malamiah Juice Bar
Panelists:
Tara Davis, Daddy Pete’s BBQ
Rishi Makkar, Rishi’s International Beverages
Sharon Spungen, Big Dog Taekwon-Do

At the core of many businesses in our community lives, a thing called faith. This 
workshop brings together an Interfaith panel of business owners to discuss how their 
faith principles play a key role in their business practices. 
[Workshop Track: Equitable Business Practices]
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Workshop 1 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM

City Within A City: Past Context and Future Change
[Room 119E]
Samika Pickens, LINC UP
LaKiya Thompson-Jenkins, LINC UP
Mario León, LINC UP

This will be an interactive workshop to reflect on the policies, practices and particular 
events of the not so distant past which have contributed to the inequities and systemic 
racism experienced by marginalized groups today. It will also identify positive acts 
of resistance and organizing. The goal of this workshop is to provide awareness and 
context for current issues and inspire change.
[Workshop Track: Shaping Narratives]

Don’t Sell Your Home! And Other Anti-Displacement Strategies
[Room 138E]
Joel Ruiter, Home Repair Services
Rodney Brown, #SEGR

Attend this session to learn about the causes and consequences of displacement, and 
also about strategies and resources to prevent displacement, stay in your home and 
honor longtime residents in our neighborhoods.
[Workshop Track: Housing]
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Abriganse y juntase con residentes locales, Anel Guel y Ken 
Miguel-Cipriano, para un viaje de autobús de DASH.

[Room 107D, then DASH bus]
Anel Guel, Spoke Folks & League of American Bicyclists
Ken Cipriano, South Division Corridor Improvement District
Amanda Moore, Mobile GR

Aprende cómo el viaje en bus y andando en bicicleta fortalecen a nuestra comunidad. 
La gente pueden conectarse con sus vecinos, mejorar su salud, y ayudar a hacer que 
los viajes sean mejores para aquellos que dependen del tránsito. Aprenda habilidades 
y acciones diarias para conectarse con la comunidad y apoyar sus vecinos en camino 
al trabajo, la diversión o el hogar. Este taller será presentado en español.

Strategies for Creating Accessible & Inclusive Spaces
[Room 111D]
Tameka Citchen-Spruce, Michigan Disability Rights Coalition
Lorelei Moore, Michigan Disability Rights Coalition

Have you ever thought about if everyone feels included and able to participate in the 
spaces you create? This session provides insights and strategies you can use to create 
spaces that are accessible to people with various needs and backgrounds, so they are 
truly included.
[Workshop Track: Showing Up For Each Other]

Workshop 2 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM
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[Room 203D]
Rodney Lewis, Grand Rapids Public Schools
Cary Stamas, Kent Intermediate School District
John VanElst, Grand Rapids Community College
Julie Parks, Grand Rapids Community College

Learn about the options students and parents have to get the skills they need to start 
good careers. There are programs for students, while they are in high school and for 
adults looking for a career change. Talk to experts who know the options and have 
resources to help you find a career that fits your goals.
[Workshop Track: Education]

It’s Not a 4-Year Degree or Nothing
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Workshop 2 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

[Room 201D]
Samuel Jones, The Wisdom Center Counseling Services
Tova Jones, Total Package Collective
Lauren McElrath, Total Package Collective & Lauren Melissa Speaks

A community focused entrepreneurial workshop focused on building hope in self, 
identifying your niche, defining your brand, and expanding your knowledge of local 
resources. Attendees will walk away with knowledge on how to build resilience on your 
entrepreneurial path as well as discover steps to deal with stress triggers to keep from 
breaking under pressure. This session will encourage and empower attendees to launch 
their business idea with personal branding techniques and resources. 

Neighbors Hiring Neighbors: A Business Practice of Opportunity
[Room 138E]
Moderator: Ana José, West Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
Panelists:
Lewis Williams, Forty Acres Soul Food Restaurant
Julie MacFarland, Mercy Health
Deborah Guyton, Wolverine Building Group

This workshop will demonstrate the economic, social and environmental impacts that 
businesses can have on their community through implementing hiring practices that 
employ and retain hyper-local talent. Business owners will leave with an understanding 
of how hiring their neighbors will improve their overall bottom line by mitigating 
turnover, increasing employee engagement and building trust within their communities. 
[Workshop Track: Equitable Business Practices]

The Cycle of Socialization: Systems of Advantage & Disadvantage
[Room 205D]
Relando Thompkins-Jones, GVSU Division of Inclusion & Equity

The Cycle of Socialization is a theory and resource created by Bobby Harro, which 
explains the ways in which individuals receive messages about social identity 
throughout their life. Participants will explore and reflect on messages they have 
received, dominant narratives and their connection to creating and maintaining 
inequity. The goal of this workshop is for participants to gain an understanding of 

identities, as well as allow them an opportunity to reflect on ways they have been 
socialized, and identify the lasting impact.
[Workshop Track: Shaping Narratives & Everyday Equity]
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Workshop 2 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

Event Planning 101: How to Create a Plan for a Successful 
Neighborhood Project

[Room 119E]
AnnaMarie Buller, Downtown Grand Rapids Inc.

Whether you are planning an event, project or program in your community, this 

project. Bring a current or upcoming project idea and get ready to explore a new tool. 

the Workshop 3 timeslot.

General Home Maintenance & Lead Safety 101
[Room 213E]
Mike Zamarron, Lead Home Inspector and Self-Help Coordinator, Home Repair Services.
Jackie Hernandez, Healthy Homes Coalition

From outside to inside, this workshop focuses on the simple things that any homeowner 
can and should do to keep their home safe, secure and in good repair.  You’ll also discover 
many community resources, including Lead abatement services and education, to equip 
you for success.  
[Workshop Track: Housing]



Saving Money by Reducing My Energy Bills and Making My Home Healthier
[Room 213E]
Alison Sutter, City of Grand Rapids Sustainability Manager

Paul Haan, Healthy Homes Coalition

This workshop will review several cost savings programs available to residents that will 

shower heads, LED lights, furnace tune-up, Energy Star certified refrigerator). When 

less money. In addition to decreasing your bills, this workshop will also discuss resources 
available to make your home healthier – addressing asthma concerns and radon (lung 
cancer). Lastly, we’ll also share information on how you can get a free home fire safety 
check as well as smoke and carbon monoxide detectors.
[Workshop Track: Housing]

Workshop 3 2:10 PM – 3:10 PM

Event Planning 201: Navigating the City of Grand Rapids Event 
Planning Process

[Room 119E]

Interested in planning a special event on public property or hosting a neighborhood 
block party, but not sure where to start? Looking for partnership and funding from 
the City of Grand Rapids for your event? This workshop with help you navigate the 
City of Grand Rapids’ Special Event Permit and Neighborhood Block Party processes.  
From idea to completion, we will share guidelines to aid in your planning process and 
funding support pursuit that can help you plan and host a successful event. 

The Power of Young People in Community Change
[Room 201D]
Tavian Moore, NAACP Grand Rapids Youth Council
LeMarr Jackson, Madison Square Church
Denise Fase, GR Initiative for Leaders (GRIL)

Imagine a community where the wisdom of adults and the energy of youth, as well 
as the perspectives of both, intermingle. Doing community development with youth 
shifts us to have a positive view of what we can do together to shape our community.  
As a young person, do you see that you can be the change? As adults, are you 
willing to value our young people as change agents? This workshop will focus on 
the foundations of community development while hearing from the voices of young 
people doing the work of impacting their community.
[Workshop Track: Education]
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Where Does it Hurt? Exploring the Possibility of a Black and Latinx Movement.
[Room 111D]
Alisha Lauchié, Urban Core Collective
Beca Velazquez-Publes, Urban Core Collective
LaTarro Traylor, Mothering Justice
Tempest Warfield, The Grand Rapids Red Project

This is a workshop for Black and Latinx residents to explore the possibility of a local 
Black and Latinx movement. We will briefly look at examples of inter-racial movements 
in the past. Following this, we will begin exploring a Black and Latinx movement in 
Grand Rapids. What opportunities exist? What hurt needs to be addressed? What work 
needs to be done first? Is this something Black and Latinx residents feel is necessary? 
This workshop will be the start of a series of community conversations.
[Workshop Track: Showing Up For Each Other]

Workshop 3 2:10 PM – 3:10 PM

The Ins and Outs of Community Storytelling: How and Why?
[Room 205D]
Moderator: Brian Molhoek, Dwelling Place
Panelists:
Marvin Thomas, Dwelling Place resident & board member
Daniel Drent, Dwelling Place resident & community gardener
Felisa Pratt, Dwelling Place resident & storyteller
Latesha Lipscomb, City of Grand Rapids & #HeartsideSTRONG

Well-told stories build empathy and lay the foundation for action. By sharing 
experiences, we can bridge gaps of understanding and create lasting change. This 
dynamic panel of Grand Rapids residents will share insights around creating and 
amplifying power-focused stories about individuals, groups, and neighborhoods. 
[Workshop Track: Shaping Narratives]

White Consciousness Raising: Dismantling of White Supremacy in 
Ourselves, Our Organizations and Our Systems

[Room 107D]
Marlene Kowalski-Braun, GVSU Division of Inclusion and Equity
Lisa Perhamus, GVSU College of Education

This learning and application session will touch upon white identity development, 
white privilege and white fragility in both personal and institutional contexts, while 
introducing strategies to dismantle oppressive systems in organizations. This session is 
designed for white (self-identified) participants who have foundational social justice or 
anti-racism training and want to further explore how to be an ally.
[Workshop Track: Everyday Equity]
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Workshop 3 2:10 PM – 3:10 PM

[Room 138E]
Moderator: Jamiel Robinson
Panelists:

Eric Foster, Rende Progress Capital
Carla McDonald, Michigan Women Forward

around the current resources available to accelerate the flow of capital to businesses 
and into neighborhoods through a growing portfolio of options.
[Workshop Track: Equitable Business Practices]

Development without Displacement through Public Policy and 
Direct Advocacy

[Room 203D]
Elianna Bootzin, Neighbors of Belknap Lookout (NOBL)
Kara Wood, City of Grand Rapids Economic Development

As GVSU builds a campus in Belknap Lookout, they are providing assistance to tenants 
moving out of rental housing. This “tenant relocation protocol” inspired a Voluntary 
Equitable Economic Development Agreement policy adopted by the City Commission 
in 2018 as part of the Housing Now Initiative and a Residential Displacement and 
Relocation Policy drafted for consideration by the City Commission as a future 
requirement for economic development incentives. Neighborhoods can advocate 
for development without displacement with developers seeking City Planning and 
Economic Development approvals. Attend this session for an overview of how these 
policies support neighbors impacted by major construction projects from Kara Wood 
(City of Grand Rapids) and engagement tips from Elianna Bootzin (NOBL).
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