
Neighborhood Investment Plan 

FY 2021 Request for Proposals 

The City of Grand Rapids seeks organizations with the capacity to successfully implement projects that 
support the Neighborhood Investment (NI) Plan. The NI Plan is the outcomes framework used to invest 
funds for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME), 
and Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) programs. Proposed projects must result in achieving at least one of 
the following outcomes:  

1. Improve the condition of existing housing
2. Increase the supply of affordable housing
3. Improve access to and stability of affordable housing
4. Reduce blight and code violations
5. Increase civic engagement and public safety
6. Enhance infrastructure and public facilities
7. Increase access to jobs, education, and other services
8. Increase economic opportunities

The purpose of this Request for Proposals (RFP) is to assess organization qualifications to successfully 
implement the proposed project(s). All applicants for FY 2021 funding will submit one (1) RFP Agency 
Information application and at least one (1) project application. There are three (3) types of project 
applications outlined below. Click on the link for a list of questions contained in the application.  

- Housing Development Application: Housing developers applying for funding related to the 
construction or rehabilitation of multi-family or single-family affordable housing

- RFQ Emergency Solutions Grants: Homeless service providers applying for homelessness 
prevention or rapid re-housing program(s). Please note this application is separate from NI 
Plan funding and only members of the Continuum of Care are eligible to apply. 

- Project Application: All other proposed projects meeting one of the NI Plan outcomes 
above

One agency may submit multiple project applications. Responses to the RFP must be received by noon, 
Friday, February 7, 2020. Late submissions will not be accepted.  

Questions may be directed to City staff as follows: 

Community Development Department  
(616) 456-3677
communitydev@grcity.us

General Information 

Funding time period. Funding will begin July 1, 2020 and continue through June 30, 2021. One-year 
awards will be made with the potential for continued funding.  

Organizational eligibility. A majority of funds will be awarded to not-for-profit corporations with a 
501(c)3 status and/or public organizations. The exception may be organizations applying under the 
outcomes: Improve the condition of existing housing or Increase the supply of affordable housing. 
Proposals may be submitted by a single organization or by two or more organizations that have joined 

http://www.grcity.us/files/assets/public/departments/community-development/files/fy-2021-funding-questions-and-instructions/housing-development-project-application-list-of-questions.pdf
http://www.grcity.us/files/assets/public/departments/community-development/files/fy-2021-funding-questions-and-instructions/rfq-esg-list-of-questions.pdf
http://www.grcity.us/files/assets/public/departments/community-development/files/fy-2021-funding-questions-and-instructions/project-application-list-of-questions.pdf
mailto:communitydev@grcity.us


together to conduct a collaborative project including public/private partnerships. Such collaborations 
must designate a single organization as the fiduciary of funds. The City of Grand Rapids reserves the 
right to approve subcontractors for any proposal submitted.  

Funding parameters. Only those proposals achieving one or more of the outcomes listed above and 
those that comply with local, state, and federal regulations will be considered for funding. Preference 
will be given to those projects addressing gaps in available services or other resources. Applicants may 
elect to submit a collaborative proposal, including more than one organization providing services; 
however, the City of Grand Rapids will issue a contract to only one organization per project. When more 
than one organization is participating in a project, the proposal must clearly identify one organization to 
serve as the fiscal agent. This organization will be responsible for disbursement of funds to other 
agencies, reporting to the City of Grand Rapids, and for repayment of any disallowed expenses.  

Income guidelines. The CDBG and HOME programs operate under federally established income 
guidelines. These guidelines are based on median family income for the area, currently defined by HUD 
as the Grand Rapids – Wyoming Metropolitan Statistical Area and are adjusted annually. The JAG 
program does not operate under any income guidelines. With occasional exceptions, CDBG and HOME 
funded programs are directed to neighborhoods occupied by low- to moderate-income households 
(below 80% of area median income).  

Geographic targeting. The City implements many of its housing and community development activities 
in target areas. The General Target Area (GTA) comprises the largest geographic area with access to a 
broad range of services, including housing programs and legal assistance. Within the GTA are more 
concentrated areas of focus, known as Specific Target Areas (STAs), with access to crime prevention and 
neighborhood leadership/civic engagement activities. All projects must serve the City of Grand Rapids, 
the General Target Area, the Specific Target Area, or a combination of these areas. Click here to see a 
map of the Target Areas.  

RFP Limitations. This RFP process does not commit the City of Grand Rapids to award a contract, to pay 
any costs incurred in the preparation of the proposal, or to procure or contract for services or supplies.  

Proposal selection timeline (subject to change). The following timeline will be used to initiate the 
funding process: 

1/17/2020 Applications issued 
2/7/2020 Applications due at noon 

3/17/2020 Funding recommendations presented to the City Commission 
4/14/2020 Public hearing before the City Commission (7:00 p.m.) 

3/17/2020 – 4/17/2020 Public comment period 
5/12/2020 City Commission approves funding awards 
5/13/2020 Applicants notified of funding awards 

7/1/2020 FY 2021 agreements begin 
*Dates subject to change 

Technical Assistance. Questions may be directed to the Community Development Department (616) 
456-3677 or communitydev@grcity.us.  

https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/files/assets/public/departments/community-development/files/target-area-bw.pdf
mailto:communitydev@grcity.us


Application Instructions: To access the application, visit www.grcity.us/grants. If you are 
already registered on the City’s Accela site, use your existing log in credentials.  If you are not 
registered, click “Register Now.”   

 

You must read and accept the terms to continue. Enter login information and contact 
information for the individual submitting the application. Return to the Grants tab.  

 

Then click Create an Application. 

 

You must read and accept the terms to submit an application.  Select “RFP Agency 
Information.”  

http://www.grcity.us/grants


 

From here, you can continue through the application. The save and resume later feature can be 
used when you have begun a report but not are not ready to submit. When you save the form, 
it creates a temporary record that can be accessed from the My Grant Records page. The save 
and resume later feature cannot be used to share saved applications across different user 
accounts. 

After completing the RFP Agency Information application, you will need to complete at least 
one (1) project application (Housing Development Application, Project Application, and/or RFQ 
Emergency Solutions Grant). Each proposed project must be applied for separately.  

The City of Grand Rapids reserves the right to accept or reject any/all funding requests.  The 
City also reserves the right to request additional information, as determined necessary, to 
review any application.  All information that is submitted through this solicitation becomes the 
property of the City of Grand Rapids. 
 




